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DIANNE RICHARDSON  
AND CHLOE RICHARDSON —  
SAILING CHANGED  
THEIR LIVES . . .
Dianne has come to love sailing 
later in life than Chloe, her grand 
daughter. Dianne’s sailing story 
has unfolded in surprising ways . . . 

“I’ve always enjoyed being in 
the water swimming and we 
always had a motor boat, but 
never thought of owning a yacht 
or to be a sailor. Our lifestyle 
changed when we moved to the 
Geelong waterfront into a unit. My 
husband, Trevor, went sailing with 
Bob Umhauer and enjoyed the 
experience so much that he said, 

“If we live this close to the yacht 
club we may as well buy a yacht”! 
We have now been sailing for 
about four years. I was really only 
interested in cruising and relaxing 
on the yacht but family had other 
ideas and we got into the serious 
side of sailing – racing. It is great 
being out on the water, having time 
out, feeling free, relaxed, (most of 
the time) and out in the fresh air.
There have been lots of highlights.
It is amazing being at the helm on 
a beautiful calm, clear starry night 
in the middle of Bass Strait – I 
couldn’t believe how bright the 
stars were and felt I was in another 
world. I started to plan the rest of 
my life, but forgot it all when the 
weather quickly changed.
I love watching the dolphins 
and cruising along the eastern 
Tasmanian coastline and seeing 
the blue phosphorescence in the 
water at night.

I have had the opportunity to sail in 
the Sydney – Hobart race with Trevor, 
two of my sons, Steven and Stuart, 
and the boys from Windcraft.
A great surprise was winning  
the Mariner Boating holiday prize 
and sailing the Amalfi coastline 
with my son, Steven, for two 
weeks in July this year.
I certainly get to spend more 
time with my granddaughter, 
Chloe, in the summer when we 
sail 2 or 3 times a week and I have 
appreciated how she has become 
a cool and confident sailor. Chloe 
was too young so missed the 
opportunity to do the Sydney – 
Hobart with us . . . we will just 
have to do it again! I have enjoyed 
the sailing, shopping with Chloe 
for the groovy sailing gear, and 
providing the after sail treats 
which always includes some of 
Chloe’s favourite foods.
It’s not always “like the brochure”!  
I have always loved a challenge 
and done many different things in 
the past. I’ve had to learn sailing 
language and it’s even harder to 
remember what it all means when 
things get busy on the boat! There 
are times Grandma is a bit slow 
moving around the boat or sits in 
the wrong spot on the rail!
The nights at sea can be very long 
when you are sitting on the rail 
in rough weather. My biggest 
test was sailing home from the 
Sydney – Hobart Yacht Race in 50 

– 70 knot for five hours. It certainly 
taught me to expect everything 
that nature can throw at you and 
how important it is to have a great 
skipper, crew and a good yacht.
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